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Warmth bellowed out of the 
old pot-belly stove in the New 
Goshen Schoolhouse last week 
as a group of former students 
and teachers met with repre- 
sentatives of the Vigo County 
Park~ and Recreation Depart- 
ment to discuss plans to restore 
the oldest school still sbanding 
in the county, 
` The two-room school, built in 
1888 and used through the term 


. “little * red 
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oration 
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of 195455, was constructed of 
bricks made only a few blocks 
away in the Fayette Township 
community. Home economic 
clubs used the structure for 
several years following, with 
permission of the Vigo County 
School Corp., but lack of main- 
tenance all too soon resulted 
in a leaking roof and falling 
, Plaster. .~ : 
Donated to the park depart- 
ment in 1970, the “little red 
schoolhouse” as it 
now sports a brand new light 
4 


Wednesday at 1 p.m. in the 
schoulhouse. i ` 

The project took time, but 
now it looks as though, accord- 
ing to park department esti- 
mates, the school will reopen 
its doors next fall, and perhaps 
the footsteps of children will 
again be heard on its front 
steps, tripping through the 
small coatroom and finding 
seats ‘among the scarred and 
initialed wooden desks, as the 
schoolhouse.” al- 
though no longer a school. con- 
tinues its educational tradition. 
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is called, ` 
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green roof, and is due for other 


repairs this summer as the 
park department embarks on 
the renovation program. 

The fate of the school may 
have been determined in 1968 
when a former student, Doro- 
they Whitesell, wrote to the park 
department suggesting that the 
schoal.:and its one-acre site 
would make a lovely..park. 

Still surrounded by silver ma- 


- “ple trees, the site could be in- 


deed be a lovely park but it 
takes a good deal of imagina- 


tidn to envision the scarred 
building as it once was, and 
may again be. 

With stiff plastic curtains 
hanging at the windows, a dusty 
oid piano and high-ceilinged 
walls showing patches of at least 
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three different colors of paint, 
the two classrooms don't evoke 
many memories of joyful school 
memories: 


But tne 23 men and women 


who. at tdn ded the meeting 
brought their memories with 
them as they heartily approvéd 


development plans outlined by 
Acting Park Supt. Keith Ruble. 
According to that proposal, 


. the south room of the scnool- 


house will be restored to its 
“first day of school’ atmos- 
phere, while the north room 
would be renovated into a com- 
munity meeting room and his- 
torical center. 

Ideally, Ruble commented, 


school will be utilized as an edu- 
cational field trip site for school ` 
children just as the Hunt's Na- 
ture Center is. 
, The surrounding land will not 
be ignored with a small picnic 
shelter, restroom facilities and 
a playground being considered. 
Development of the project at 
all, however, depends on the 
interest of the New Goshen 
community and the former 
teachers and students who at- 
tended the meeting last week, 
Ruble stresses, noting that a 
second meeting is scheduled for 


Meeting Friday 
On New T 
School Houses 


Community 

Co public meeting will be held 
Friday, 7:30 p.m. in the New 
Goshen Fire House to discuss 
future plans for total improve- 
ment of the former New Goshen 
school house and its use as a 
community historical center, ac- 


tendent of the Vigo Cunty Park 
and Recreation Department. 


Ruble said the meeting is open 
to all interested persons. Those 
having historical documents. 
schol antiques or who are willing 
to danate labor to complete the 
renovation of the abandoned 
schol building are invited to con- 
tact Ruble or “Mrs. Dorothy 
Whitesell, chairman of the New 
Goshen Committee for Rede- 
velopment and Preservation -of 
the building. 

Work was begun on the build- 
‘ing last Winter and it is hoped 
that the department and com- 
munity can have it ready for 
use by this Fall. 

Present plans call for estab- 
lishment ef a community center 
in one room and a historic center 
in the other of the. two-story 
ground-floor brick building with 
‘an entrance vestibule across the 
front center. 


cording to Keith Ruble, superin- - 
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